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The 

 

 

Palm Sunday:   April 13:  8:00am and 11:00am in the Sanctuary and  
11:00am in Morris Hall (normal worship service times) 

Celebrate Jesus’ arrival in Jerusalem!  Wave the palm branches!   

Sing praises to the Lord!   Special choir anthems and solos!   

Hosanna to the King! 
 

Maundy Thursday:  April 17 at 7:00pm in the Sanctuary 

A service of communion and a dramatic presentation of the Last Supper  

Is It I, Lord? by Dr. William D. Webber 
 

Good Friday:  April 18 at 7:00pm in the Sanctuary 

Service of the Cross led by the Chancel Choir.  A service  

of meditation and scripture readings considering the crucifixion of Jesus. 
 

Easter Sunday:  April 20 

7:00am - First Service of Easter - Sanctuary 

9:00am - A Celebration of Resurrection - Morris Hall  
with Chancel Choir, orchestra and Praise Team 

11:00am - A Celebration of Resurrection - Morris Hall  
with Chancel Choir, orchestra and Praise Team 

 

Hallelujah!  He is risen!  He is risen indeed!  Hear the Good News!  Christ is 

alive!  Raise your voices in exultation! Death has lost its sting!  Hallelujah! 

 

There is NO Sunday School on Easter Sunday 
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Reflections of a Stephen Ministry Care Receiver 

“You did not receive a spirit that makes you a slave again to fear, but you received  

the spirit of SONSHIP, and by Him we cry, ‘Abba, Father.’” 
 

 As believing Christians, we rest in the assurance that we have received the spiritual gifts of grace 

and everlasting life with God in heaven.  As it says in Psalm 16:6, “The lines have fallen for me in pleasant 

places, indeed, I have a beautiful inheritance”. 
 

 Yes, those of us who have been born again and given ourselves to our Lord Jesus know in our HEADS that we 

are secure in the love and grace of Christ.  But oftentimes, when the harsh realities of life on this planet hit, our HEARTS 

are overwhelmed with grief, loneliness and fear.  It is hard to “consider it pure joy, my brothers and sisters, whenever you 

face trials of many kinds, because you know that the testing of your faith produces perseverance” (James 1:2-3).  Thank 

God that our church is blessed to offer the Stephen Ministry program! 
 

 One Stephen Ministry care recipient offers these thoughts on the experience.   Being very familiar with the   

training process, he/she understood how helpful the program is and did not hesitate to call for help.  Serious, chronic 

health concerns had resulted in life-style changes, surgery, medications; all very scary.  “Having someone outside of   

family to talk with, vent frustrations, pray with and count on to be there in complete confidentiality has been a life saver.  

The emotional and spiritual support of my care giver has kept me going thru some very difficult times.  Through the    

one-on-one visits, outings, cards, telephone calls and prayers lifted up, I feel the love of Christ and my church.” 
 

 If you are in the midst of one trial or maybe even two, remember that a Garber Stephen Minister is available to 

help. 

We are excited to announce that at the end of May Garber 
will be hosting the American premiere of the  

theatrical  production:  

 

 

 

an innovative way of experiencing the Gospel of Mark          
performed as theatre-in-the-round 

 

Anyone who might be interested in being a part of this  

production, please come to the interest meeting on 

 Monday, March 31st at 7:00pm in room 123  

no theater experience necessary!   
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Worshiping well requires a lot of effort, not only by pastors and staff, but also from scores of others.  It matters 
little as to the style, more liturgical or less so, organ led or band led.  Worship requires lots from us.  Consider the 
resources that go into worship: the cost of space, the cost of musical instruments, the cost of furnishings, the cost 
of microphones and speakers, etc.  Consider the time expended: 20 choir members times 1.5 hours of practice 
plus 1 hour of worship singing 1 song; or 7 praise band members times 2.5 hours of practices and 1 hour of     
worship; or the practice of an organist or a bell choir.  Consider also the unseen labors of the communion       
stewards and Altar Guild.  The secretary gives several hours to prepare bulletins.  Include also the time given by 
acolytes, ushers, greeters, sound technicians, site staff in cleaning and setting up.  All considered, worship       
requires a lot of time, effort, and resources.  All of this reflects upon worship’s central place in our understanding 
of being the church together. 
 

Considering worship’s centrality to who we are as Christian people, we do well to think carefully and seriously 
about worship.  As we prepare our services, the following principles are a guide for us: 
 

 1.  Worship is first and foremost for God and of God.  Our worship must reflect that we are a Trinitarian 
people by confession.  As such, the first criteria for evaluating worship is God-centeredness.  The second criteria 
is our integrity to the biblical faith passed on to us in the Scriptures and through the Church. 
 

 2.  Worship cannot be reduced to only music or to only sermon.  All the acts of worship carry significance 
in producing a formative whole.  Worship has spiritual virtue even when the sermon is boring or the music        
displeasing. 
 

 3.  In the continuum between expressive worship and formative worship, we are more oriented to how 
worship forms us into the people we are to become in Christ, rather than to how worship connects with us where 
we are. 
 

 4.  In the development of the services, form (including style) serves theological integrity and purpose, not 
vice versa.  Similarly, personal likes and dislikes are secondary to the good of the whole.  I am reminded of the 
account wherein Abraham Heschel was approached by a woman who criticized the liturgy as not expressing what 
she feels.  He reminded her that we need to learn to feel what the liturgy expresses. 
 

 5.  Because the church is catholic, as we say in the creed, we cannot discount the heritage that has been 
passed to us, and we must do the work of discernment in the present time in order to leave a goodly heritage for 
those who follow us.  The generations preceding us sorted through many songs and worship practices in order to 
pass to us the best.  We must be willing in our time also to consider new forms and music in order to discard 
some and pass on the best to those who follow.  Jesus teaches in Matthew 13:52, “Every scribe who has become 
a disciple of the kingdom of heaven is like a head of a household, who brings out of his treasure things new and 
old.” 
 

 6.  Since it is impossible to promise that every worship service will be equally satisfying in all its           
components to all the different people present, our primary criterion is to please God.  We will always be glad 
when our efforts to please God also please all or most of the people.  At the same time, we are mindful that at 
times the only way to please God is by self-denial.  
 

 7.  Corresponding to this, the congregation is not the audience in worship nor consumers of worship, but 
the actors and givers of worship to God. 
 

 8.  As an ecumenical people, the breadth of worship experience should acquaint us with differences in 
worship practices and music to enable us to worship with Christians of other traditions and styles.   
 

 9.  In all things, let us seek to develop a generosity in spirit in pursuing Christ together. Worship need not 
always be the same at every time and in every place.  But we should maintain generous spirit of love toward one 
another who may have different preferences. 
 

Author Marva Dawn reminds us in her book, A Royal Waste of Time, that many people want to evaluate worship 
by faulty criteria.  We want to turn worship into a matter of personal taste, convenience, and comfort.  We want 
worship to have some social or practical utility: a way to make business contacts, a learning event, a cultural 
event, a support group.  We want to get something out of it.  Each of these notions, according to her, displaces 
God from the center of worship and from the center of our worship-full lives.  With God at the center, “we will find 
countless possibilities, endless resources, innumerable ways to encounter and express God’s infinite presence.” 
 
Blessings,  David 
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Matthew’s Minute: 
 

Welcome New Members! 
 

Rex and Adrienne Brooks. Rex is a C-130 pilot at MCAS Cherry Point.  Adrienne is a stay at 

home mom.  The Brooks enjoy watching University of Alabama football as well as taking walks 

with their daughter, Riley, and their dog.  Rex also likes tinkering with electronics, and Adrienne 

has volunteered at animal shelters.  They live at 3233 Austin Ave. Email addresses:  

brooks.adrienne@gmail.com;  rex.brooks@me.com 
 

Robert and Cathy Campbell. The Campbell’s reside at 3806 Mitchell Circle in New Bern.  

Robert works as an engineer at MCAS Cherry Point, and Cathy is the Director of Library Services at Craven Community        

College.  Robert enjoys yard work, reading, and enjoying God’s creation.  Nancy likes to sing and enjoys being a part of a 

woman’s circle group. The Campbell's are a part of the Wesley Sunday School class, and their email address is:   

campbellrobertc@embarqmail.com 
 

David and Rachel Fickle have two children, Jacob and Noah.  David serves in the United States Marine Corp and is stationed at 

MCAS Cherry Point.  Rachel teaches at the Garber pre-school.  The Fickle family enjoys hiking and spending time together.  

They live at 323 Neuchatel in Taberna. 
 

Ed and Mia Freeland.  Ed works as a manufacturing engineer in Kinston, and his daughter, Mia, is a student at New Bern High 

School.  Ed enjoys soccer, reading and family.  Mia plays the piano, is in the NBHS band, and enjoys reading.  Ed and Mia live at 

202 Forest Oaks Drive in New Bern. 
 

Allen and Kim Hardison.  The Hardisons live at 104 Kaitlyn Lane in New Bern.  Allen works as a government relations  

manager and is involved in Coastal Environmental Partnership.  Kim works as a GIS Professional for the City of New Bern.     

Allen enjoys boating, and Kim likes crafts, knitting, and painting. 
 

Becky Monte.  Becky is the wife of Tom Monte and is the office manager for New Life Rehabilitation.  She enjoys any outdoor 

activity and the beach.  Becky and Tom have one daughter, Grace, and they live at 1713 Lucerne Way.  Her email address is:  

monte.becky@yahoo.com 
 

Casey and Jennifer Taylor also have two children, Grayson and Cohen. Casey is an officer in the United States Marine Corps 

and is stationed at Cherry Point.  Jennifer is a stay at home mom.  Casey enjoys running and 

hunting.  Jennifer likes running and horseback riding.  They moved to North Carolina after  

being stationed in Alabama.  The Taylor’s live at 5308 Bayberry Park Drive.  Email for Casey 

is:  kctaylor76@gmail.com; Jennifer’s email is: kcandprincess@gmail.com 
 

India Wheeler.  India lives at 4505 Rivershore Drive. She has previously served in United 

Methodist churches on worship committees, altar guild, Knimble Knitters, and in the UMW.  

She has three adult children - Gerald, Celia Byrd (a Garber member), as well as India.  She 

moved to North Carolina from Alabama, and her email address is: indger@gmail.com  

 

Celebration of the Sacrament of Baptism: 
 

Riley Ann Brooks. She is the daughter of Rex and Adrienne Brooks and was born Sept. 11, 2013. 
 

Julie Bennett James is the daughter of Matt and Morgan James and was born on Oct. 26, 2013. 
 

Grace Kathryn Monte.  She is the daughter of Tom and Becky Monte and was born February 7, 2013.  Proud grandparents are 

Pete and Firth Monte and Deborah Bynum. 
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Garber Church is blessed to have a facility located in such a beautiful setting as Trent Woods.  Trees, flowers and shrubbery 

are such an expression of God’s beauty around us.  As we move into spring, we will be working to enhance the beauty of the 

grounds, as well as taking steps to maintain and cleanup the gates, entranceways, walks, steps and pavers that that we see and 

use every day. 
 

Recently, we discovered that the "Children in the Garden" sculpture at the entrance to the Children’s Education Building had 

been damaged. The thumb on the larger sculpture was broken off.  This will be repaired, but it is a reminder that this is a 

beautiful outdoor sculpture, to be respected as a piece of art, which provides enjoyment for all. 
 

There are other special garden sites, in addition to the "Children in the Garden" sculpture, located throughout the grounds. 

Please continue to enjoy all of these areas as you move about the grounds, but do be sensitive to the fragility of some areas 

and treat them appropriately.  Thank you. 

We are planning a spring work team at Camp Don Lee for Saturday, April 12.  Help is 

needed with painting, light carpentry, re-screening, yard work and  tree                   

removal/trimming.  Anyone interested please call Rudy Ashton at 638-2205 (home)               

or 635-1005 (office). 

The ARK  Is Complete!The ARK  Is Complete!The ARK  Is Complete!The ARK  Is Complete!    
    

We raised over $5,000 for an ARK full of animals and our 

generous matching donor has made it double —  

saving the world two by two! 
 

A complete listing of donors will be in the Palm Sunday bulletins on April 13. 

 

How Can I Connect to Garber? 
 

Connect Sunday: 
    Connect Sunday is an opportunity for visitors to meet the church staff, church 

leadership, and other guests during a continental breakfast.  Our next Connection      

Sunday is Sunday, April 27 at 9:30am in the Ministry Center Room 123 (Ministry    

Center campus).  Reservations are needed and can be made by emailing Beth Hicks at: 

bhicks@garberumc.com or calling the church office at 637-4022. 

 

ACCESS classes: 
    Rediscover what church is about.  These classes are offered for all seeking to become Garber members, yet attending 

ACCESS does not commit you to membership.  ACCESS offers an opportunity to learn more about:  the mission and ministry 

of Garber, key Methodist beliefs, the structure of Garber and The United Methodist Church, opportunities for service,            

opportunities for growing in a small group, and exploring your spiritual gifts.  The next ACCESS class will be offered Sunday, 

May 4 from 4-7 pm in Ministry Center Room 222.  Please sign up for ACCESS classes either by emailing Pastor Matthew Atha 

at: matha@garberumc.com or calling the church office at 252-637-4022 
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Mosaic News 
(MOtivated Seniors Active In Christ!) 

 

March was an eventful and blessed month! A group of seniors enjoyed a trip to the Aurora   
Fossil museum and a delightful picnic lunch. Our March 24th luncheon and program on 
“Bluebirds” was very enlightening as there has been much in the newspaper lately about the 
Eastern Bluebird. As we look toward April and May, we hope that more of you will consider 
joining us for the following events: 
 

April 8 MOSAIC Trip to Bath, NC: We will tour the Palmer House and Bonner House, visit    
St. Thomas Church, enjoy lunch in Washington, NC, and then return to Garber.  Departure is 
9:00am on Tuesday morning, and our return is expected to be no later than 3:00pm. Cost for 
the trip will be $6.00 per person. 
 

April 28 MOSAIC luncheon at 12:00pm in Room 123 Ministry Center: Mary Lou Infinito will 
deliver a program on “Her Time Spent with Mother Teresa”. You do not want to miss this! 
Call now if you wish to sign up for this exciting event.  Cost for the luncheon will be  
determined, and a notice will be sent out prior to the event to those who have signed up. 
 

May 20: Mark your calendars and sign up today for a FUN culminating event at Camp Don 
Lee!  Canoeing, sailing, fishing, swimming, and a variety of games such as archery, corn hole, 
horse shoes, ladder ball, etc will be available. We will enjoy a devotional 
time and a delicious lunch prepared by the staff at the camp.  If you just 
want to rest and relax on the water surrounded by a beautiful view and 
Christian friends, this may be just the event you want to participate in 
with us. We hope to have a large group sign up. The cost for the trip is 
$18.00 for those riding the bus and $15.00 if you choose to drive your 
own car. A deposit of $10.00 is due by April 15, and the remainder is 
due by May 15. 
 

RSVP to Sue Webb, swebb@garberumc.com or call the church office 637-4022 

The TIE Sunday school class will begin a new study on April 13 entitled “Where the Bible Meets Life”.  
This is a study of how we should apply scripture to every day life situations.  A general topic will be 
introduced every six weeks, and a different specific situation will be discussed each week.  The only 
material needed is your Bible.  
 
 

If you do not regularly attend a Sunday school class,  
please join us in room 215 as we begin this new study. 



 

                             

  April, 2014 

 

Garber Goes to Russia! 
 Through the Children’s Hope Chest organization in Colorado, Garber Church has been able to     
sponsor two orphanages in the Kostroma region of Russia.  For the last 10 
years many of you have been sharing your love of Christ through your letters 
to the children who live in the orphanage, or you have joined a team that    
travelled half way around the world to personally bring to their doorstep the 
love and joy that Christ has put in your hearts. 
 

 After months of planning and organization, Garber will send another 11 
person team (students for the first time and adults) to Russia on April 12th.  
It is our hope to renew our relationship with our sponsored orphanage in Makariev.  Some unexpected    
circumstances required the Russian government to close the facility for a year.  The children were        
scattered throughout the region, but Garber remained faithful by continuing our individual sponsorship to 
the children.  Now that the orphanage is reopened and the children have returned, we have planned        
relationship building activities including a “mini” Olympics.  Together with Matt Johnson, we have a        
selection of Russian tunes and American praise songs that we and the Russian children will play with hand 
bells.  Friends of the orphanage will be invited into the orphanage for a concert.  The Russian orthodox 
Easter will coincide with our Easter this year, so our team has planned activities that highlight our     
American Easter customs.  It is our desire to visit a local Russian orthodox church during Holy Week while 
in Makariev.  
 

 We will also have a brief, overnight visit with our sponsored orphanage in Kovalyova at the beginning 
of our trip.  It is an all boys orphanage with an attached Russian Orthodox chapel.  Religious practices and 
worship are an integral part of the children’s daily lives.  Easter is the highest Holy Day in the Russian  
Orthodox religion, so the timing of our visit is critical as they are not allowed visitors during Holy week.  
While there, we will reconnect with the boys and their caregivers through some climbing wall activities. 
Our annual visits and your letters continue to sustain our relationship with the children. 
 

 In the scripture from 1 Peter 4:10, “Each one should use whatever gift he has received to serve 
others faithfully administering God’s Grace in its various forms”.  As the hands and feet of Christ in    
Russia, we hope to reveal God’s Grace through our daily interaction with the children. With the help of our 
diciplers who speak English, we will share His Love, spoken with our kind words; His Mercy, by caring about 
their happiness and well being; and the knowledge of the Holy Spirit who protects all who believe in him.  
It is our hope that through administering God’s Grace to the Russian orphans, their strength received 
through our actions and continued relationship will help them choose the path of Jesus Christ. 
 

Please pray for our team throughout the week while we are in Russia: 
 

 Saturday and Sunday - Pray for safe travel to Moscow and on to Kovalyova where we meet again  
    with the boys, with Mother Mary and Father Andre, as well as the many caregivers at the  
    orphanage. 

Monday - Pray for safe travel to Makariev and for an exciting first meeting with kids and staff. 
Tuesday - Pray for an informative visit to the local school and successful first practice with the      

hand bells.        
Wednesday - Pray for safety and discernment as we will be helping out with some work projects at 

    the orphanage. 
Thursday - Pray for our team and the Makariev kids’ performance at a concert for the community. 
Friday - Pray for safe travels back to Moscow and as we tour Red Square. 
Saturday - Pray for safety and rest as we travel back to NC. 
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Come Celebrate with our Confirmation Students! 
 

Join us for worship and celebration at 2:00pm, Saturday, April 5th, at Jack’s Island in     
Lawson Creek Park as we baptize four students from our Confirmation class. Yay! 
 
Also join us on Sunday, April 6th in Morris Hall at the 11:00am service as we confirm 28 
young men and women!  These students are currently attending weekly confirmation 
classes, reading through the Gospel of Mark, journaling for forty days, participating in the 
30 Hour Famine, attending the Confirmation retreat and will 
soon be undergoing individual interviews with the pastors to 
access their readiness and willingness to be confirmed into the    
Christian faith.  This is such a huge step in their lives, and we 
ask that you keep them in your prayers during this process.   
 
Please support them in their decision to follow Jesus, our Lord 
and Savior, by attending the Baptism worship and the             
Confirmation service. 


